


How Do We 

Preserve American 

Prosperity?

What Role will 

Nebraska Play?

What Role will 

Wind Play?











“Beefy Farmer with 

large tractor seeks 

attractive woman 

with boat. Must be 

able to sew and clean 

fish…

Send picture of boat 

and motor.”









Many parts of Nebraska are swept by $3 

Million of Wind Energy Per Square Mile 

Each Year



“Wyoming boasts enough coal to weld every tie that 

binds, drive every wheel, change the North Pole into a 

tropical region or smelt all hell!"     Fenimore Chatterton



A Splash 
of Green 
For the 

Rust Belt



A Splash of Green 

for the Rust Belt

“Life’s not over,” Mr. 

Versendaal says. “For 35 

years, I pounded my body to 

the ground. Now, I feel like 

I’m doing something 

beneficial for mankind and 

the United States. We’ve got 

to get used to depending on 

ourselves instead of 

someone else, and wind is 

free. The wind is blowing 

out there for anybody to 

use.”



“You reinvest in 

industrial 

capacity. You use 

wind to revitalize 

the Rust Belt. 

You make steel 

again. You bring 

jobs home. You 

plant wind 

turbines as if they 

were trees.” . 



“Automobiles, washer-

dryers and other 

appliances have become 

commodities in their 

retirement phase. How 

our economy functions is 

changing. We built this 

whole thing around oil, 

and now we’ve got to 

replace that.” Kimberly M. 

Didier, Newton Development 

Corporation.



















As recently as 1975, 80% of Americans 

had never flown. This year, 8 million 

flights will carry 600 million passengers.





World Oil Supply: 1900-2000
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Eight fold increase





U.S. OIL PRODUCTION 1900 TO 2050
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GONE: 65% OF 

U.S. OIL HAS 

BEEN USED. 

IT’S HISTORY.

2001
DOWN 

THE OIL 

“OFF     

RAMP”

PEAK 1970











Borrowing Money 

to Import Foreign 

Oil and Natural Gas 

is a Recipe for 

Disaster



China was a net oil exporter until a decade 
ago, but by 2030,  China's oil imports may 
equal American imports now.
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A Chinese View on Peak Oil

Peak ~ 2012

China is moving aggressively to secure oil 

supply. New deals with Iran, Venezuela, Canada…

GAP



Challenger

Columbia

If oil exports are peaking, 
then we are “facing the 
most serious crisis in the 
history of space flight….”





Energy Cost of Conventional 

Energy Going Way Up



In 1930 U.S. got 100 barrels of oil 

back for each barrel spent  

seeking it 

• In 1970 about 25:1 

• In 1990s about 15:1 

• Today… perhaps  10:1

• Tar Sands  3:1

Pickens, Gore, McCain, Obama…Why is 

Everyone Talking About Wind? 

Wind? 30:1  Nuclear? 8:1 





Transmission

Local Ownership 

1 MW Turbine 

“F150”

Rework the PTC







Nebraska is a Public 

Power State

We Need Changes 

in the Federal 

Production Tax 

Credit to Reap the 

Full Economic 

Benefits of Wind











If energy is the original 

currency…

Then smart energy policies 

are needed to preserve 

prosperity.

Efficiency, conservation, and 

renewables are essential. 

There’s no time to waste





National Security

Economic Crisis

Trade Deficits 

Credit Crunch

Climate Change

Prosperity
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Credit Crunch has 

exposed how we 

need…

Changes in the 

Federal Production 

Tax Credit to Reap 

the Full Economic 

Benefits of Wind
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In 1930 U.S.  got 100 barrels of oil back for each 

barrel invested in seeking it 

• In 1970 about 25:1 

• In 1990s about 15:1 

• Today… perhaps  10:1

• Tar Sands  3:1

Cost of Finding New Oil 

Wind? 30:1  Nuclear? 7:1



Credit Crunch has 

exposed how we 

need…

Changes in the 

Federal Production 

Tax Credit to Reap 

the Full Economic 

Benefits of Wind






