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» The U.S. wind 
industry hit 
50,000 MW of 
cumulative wind 
capacity in August 
2012 

» Over 90% drop in 
the price of wind 
power since 1980, 
benefiting utilities 
and consumers. 
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Wind Power in the U.S. Today 



» The wind industry 
installed 6,816 MW in 
the U.S. during 2011 

» The U.S. wind industry 
saw 17% annual growth 
during 2011 

» Over the past 5 years 
combined, wind 
represented 35% of all 
new generating 
capacity installed. 

» New wind capacity 
represented 31 % of all 
new capacity installed 
in 2011. 
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U.S. Annual and Cumulative Wind Power 
Capacity Growth (Utility-Scale Wind) 



» 472 facilities in 
44 states 

» 12 fold growth 
over four years 

» Domestic 
content up to 
67% from 25% 
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Wind is one of the fastest-growing sources of 
U.S. manufacturing jobs 
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Benefits of Wind Power 

» Landowners can realize lease 
payments of up to $120,000 
over a twenty-year period for 
each wind turbine installed 
on their property.  

»  Wind energy brings taxes 
and other revenues for rural 
communities - benefiting 
county and local services 
including schools, health care 
facilities, and roads.  



Water Resources Threatened by Electricity 

» The power sector withdraws more water than any 
other sector. 

» US power plants withdrew 60 billion to 170 billion 
gallons of freshwater in 2008 and consumed 2.8 
billion to 5.9 billion gallons 
Withdrew enough freshwater each day in 2008 to 

supply 60 to 170 cities the size of New York. 

Source: NREL, 2011. http://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy11osti/50900.pdf;  UCS, 2011 

http://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy11osti/50900.pdf


Wind Saves Water 

Source: UCS, http://www.ucsusa.org/assets/documents/clean_energy/ew3/ew3-freshwater-use-by-us-power-plants.pdf. 2011 

http://www.ucsusa.org/assets/documents/clean_energy/ew3/ew3-freshwater-use-by-us-power-plants.pdf


Wind Reduces Power Prices 

» Wind has been shown to reduce overall energy costs 
for consumers, saving ratepayers $63 to $147 per year. 

»  Prices of wholesale electricity will, on average, 
decrease $18.16/MWh. 

Source: Tudor, Pickering, Holt, and Company 



Transmission benefits consumers and wind 
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» May 2012 Synapse study for MISO: 20 GW 
of wind and transmission saves each 
household $65-$200/year, total $3-$9.5 
billion/year 

» CRA SPP study                                            
found similar                                             
results 



» 2.2 cents/kWh 

» Extended 7 times 

» Expires at the end of 2012 PTC extension will 
create and save 54,000 jobs; expiration will kill 
37,000   

» The business requires at least 18 months of 
tax credit certainty 

» Won’t be needed forever 
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Production Tax Credit (PTC) Status 

Source: Navigant Consulting, Impact of the PTC on the US Wind Market, December 2011 



PTC Expiration Means 37,000 Jobs Lost  



PTC Uncertainty Harms Business  



PTC: Latest Developments and Next Steps 

» On August 2, 2012, the Senate Finance Committee 
passed a tax extenders package that included the 
Production Tax Credit (PTC) and investment tax credit 
(ITC) by a bipartisan margin of 19 – 5.  

» Expect large lame duck end-of-year bill dealing with 
many issues including the “fiscal cliff.” 

» Lame duck bill may include extenders package.  
» Critical to express importance of passing wind tax 

credits and in a way that makes them work. 
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