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Dr. Don Wilhite Will be Keynote Speaker Wednesday Morning 
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LINCOLN- Dr. Don Wilhite, professor of Applied Climate Science in the School of Natural Resources at the 
University of Nebraska Lincoln (UNL), and internationally recognized expert on drought and climate will be a 
keynote speaker during the eighth annual Nebraska Wind and Solar Conference at the Omaha Hilton, 1001 Cass St.  
He will speak on Wednesday morning, November 4th at 10:15 a.m. about Climate Change Impacts On Nebraska.   

In September 2014, Dr. Wilhite was one of four authors from the University of Nebraska that published 
Understanding and Assessing Climate Change: Implications for Nebraska; a report that has resulted in numerous 
initiatives to identify adaption and mitigation across specific sectors. 

“The need to dramatically reduce carbon emissions to help mitigate the rate of climate change is a game changer for 
renewable energy development from this point forward, especially since wind and solar energy do not emit carbon 
or use water to generate electricity,” said Conference Co-Chairman John Hansen. “We are fortunate to have a 
Nebraska based international expert on climate and weather of Dr. Wilhite’s stature at this year’s conference.” 

Dr. Wilhite, a member of UNL’s faculty since 1977, served as director of the International Drought Information 
Center (IDMC) and the National Drought Mitigation Center (NDMC) from 1995 until 2007, when he was 
appointed director of the UNL School of Natural Resources. He also chairs the Management and Advisory 
Committees of the newly formed Integrated Drought Management Program (IDMP) launched by the World 
Meteorological Organization and the Global Water Partnership in 2013, and is the past chair of the International 
organizing Committee for the High-level Meeting on National Drought Policy held in Geneva Switzerland in 
March 2013. 

Also known as “Dr. Drought” to some colleagues, Dr. Wilhite worked with many federal and state agencies on 
climate and drought issues, specifically development and implementation of integrated drought management 
programs and risk-based drought preparedness strategies and policies. He is currently co-organizing a workshop on 
the Implications of a Changing Arctic on the Water Resources and Agriculture of the Central U.S., which will be 
held in November 2015 at the University of Nebraska Lincoln campus.  

Registration is $160 until October 25th and student Registration is $65. Rooms at the Hilton Omaha are $122 per 
night until October 16, which includes free parking. Those not staying at the hotel will receive a reduced daily 
parking rate of $5. Standard and student registration includes the Consumer Energy Showcase, which is open to the 
general public for a $5 admission fee and includes parking.  Registration and hotel registration information is 
available at the conference website http://nebraskawindandsolarconference.com/.  

 To view last year’s presentations, go to http://www.neo.ne.gov/renew/wind-working-
group/2014conference/2014conference.htm.   
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