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RELIABILTY 

Public Power has provided reliable 
power to its customer-owners, 
without brownouts or blackouts. And 
Public Power responds quickly and 
efficiently due to storm damage. 



Although Nebraska was rated 6th lowest in 
the nation in retail rates in 2006, we now 
rank 15th.  And while retail rates 
nationally are leveling off, Nebraska rates 
continue to increase. 

RATES 



Unlike private regulated utilities, Public 
Power does not have to answer to an 
independent agency such as a public 
service commission in reviewing their 
decisions. Contracts and vital details 
about power procurement are kept 
confidential, making it impossible for 
policy makers and the public to get the 
full picture. Perhaps a law is needed 
to make any future agreements 
transparent.  

TRANSPARENCY 



ACCOUNTABILITY 
 

Nebraska ratepayers have no legal 
standing in the courts. While some 
Public Power entities have elected 
boards, others, such as LES, have 
appointed boards which act with no 
oversight. Perhaps all Public Power 
Boards should be elected. 
 



LEADERSHIP 
 

The Nebraska Legislature has failed to 
provide oversight of Public Power, whose 
cumulative budget far exceeds that of the 
State itself. On the local level, board 
members often simply defer to their 
administrative teams, without access to a 
second technical opinion, as provided in 
many states by a public service 
commission.  



ENVIRONMENT & HEALTH 
 

At some point in the future, no one will 
burn fossil fuels to generate electricity, 
especially coal – coal threatens our health 
and our environment. OPPD will be a 
national leader by reducing coal generation 
to 20% by 2033 – OPPD earns an “A”.  
NPPD and LES are further behind and bring 
the TEAM-NPP average down to a “C”. 
With world-class wind and solar resources, 
Public Power across the board should be 
striving for an “A+”.       
 
 

 



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
 
Our unique Nebraska Public Power system can 
not only serve our state with low cost and 
dependable electricity, it can also help grow 
Nebraska’s economic base to the benefit of all 
Nebraska. But only if it acts like a team.          
 
Here I have to split up the grades.  



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

I applaud the team spirit of OPPD 
and NPPD, who have taken their 
TEAM-NPP responsibilities seriously 
by making the policy decision to 
buy Nebraska wind, PERIOD. 
OPPD and NPPD earn an “A” for 
their good judgment.  



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

TEAM-NPP member Northeast 
Nebraska Rural Public Power earns 
a “D” for making the decision to 
buy Kentucky coal generated 
electricity.  



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

The rural Public Power districts who 
resist developing their own economic 
and tax bases by openly opposing the 
development of their own world 
class wind resources earn a “D”.  



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

And the Lincoln Electric System earns a 
“D” for their policy decision to consider 
the purchase of  additional wind from 
outside Nebraska. Money that stays in 
the Nebraska economy by using 
Nebraska wind directly benefits the City 
of Lincoln through increased tax 
revenues and commerce. 



The long term interests of our state are best 
served when we work together as a team to 
the mutual benefit of the whole Nebraska 
Public Power system and all Nebraskans. Our 
unique Public Power system has enormous 
potential to serve our state in a way that 
private sector electrical generation cannot, 
but only if TEAM-NPP thinks and act like a 
team.  
  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  



STRUCTURE 
 

Needs study! Example: NeG&T, which as a 
group purchases 38% of NPP’s wholesale 
power, is attempting to “wag the dog” and limit 
NPPD’s wind purchases by threatening to not 
renew generation contracts with NPPD. This 
would put NPPD and its bonded indebtedness 
in peril. Example: an attempt was made to 
begin electing administrators of districts that 
purchase energy from NPPD to the NPPD Board 
– a clear conflict of interest. Perhaps NPPD 
should become vertically integrated as OPPD 
now is. 
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