


2009 Wind Power Conference Planning Committee
The Nebraska Wind Working Group Co-Chairs thank the 2009 Wind Power Conference Planning Committee
for their generous commitment of time, thought, and vision involved in the planning and organizing of this
conference. Thanks to their hard work, your participation, and the support of our exhibitors and sponsors, we
are once again bringing the latest and best information on a wide range of topics related to wind energy
development to a diverse group of wind energy stakeholders. Be sure to stop by all the booths and visit with
our exhibitors. Nebraska has made great strides forward this past year in wind development for both large and
small wind. With your continued support and participation, next year will be even better!

Kate Allen Legal Counsel for Sen. Dave Pankonin
Christene Bywater Omaha Public Power District
Graham Christensen Nebraska Farmers Union
Dave Dingman Nebraska Energy Office
Terri Donahue Nebraska Farmers Union
Dr. Jerry Hudgins University of Nebraska
Rich Lombardi American Wind Energy Association
Dan McGuire NREL Wind for Schools Facilitator
Marcus Nichols Omaha Public Power District
Linda Plummer Legislative Aide for Sen. “Cap” Dierks
David Rich Nebraska Public Power District
Paula Steenson Paula Presents
Tom Steenson Paula Presents

The Nebraska Wind Working Group Co-Chairs thank the Nebraska Farmers Union Foundation for once again
serving as the fiscal agent for this conference, and the Nebraska Farmers Union staff for the many hours of
additional work in registering participants.

Sen. Cap Dierks Co-Chair Nebraska Wind Working Group

Former Sen. Don Preister Co-Chair Nebraska Wind Working Group

John K. Hansen Co-Chair Nebraska Wind Working Group

The event is sponsored by the Nebraska Wind Working Group (NWWG), a state and federal partnership funded
by the National Renewable Energy Laboratory and the U.S. Department of Energy’s Wind Powering America
to help develop the state’s wind resources.

For more information on Wind Powering America, go to: www.windpoweringamerica.gov.

For copies of the 2009 Wind Power Conference power points presentations, go to:

http://www.neo.ne.gov/renew/wind-working-group/nwwg-information-resources.htm

http://www.neo.ne.gov/renew/wind-working-group/2009conference/conferencesignup-agenda.htm











Larry Flowers has held various management
positions at the National Renewable Energy
Laboratory since 1980. Since 1990, he has
been a team leader and principal project
manager at NREL’s National Wind Technology
Center in Boulder, Colorado. His current

assignment is the National Technical Director of Wind
Powering America, a U.S. Department of Energy program
launched in 1999 to dramatically increase the deployment
of wind in the United States. WPA focuses on states and
institutions that have dramatically underutilized their wind
resources. Prior to WPA, Mr. Flowers led NREL’s
international Village Power program and the NWTC’s
hybrid systems technology project. Prior to the NWTC, he
led programs and projects in NREL’s business
development, buildings sciences, utility systems, solar
thermal, and industrial applications.
Larry Flowers
National Technical Director of
Wind Powering America

National Wind Technology Center
National Renewable Energy Laboratory
1617 Cole Blvd.
Golden, CO 80401
303-384-6910
larry_flowers@nrel.gov

Governor Dave Heineman was sworn-in as
Nebraska’s 39th Governor on January 21,
2005, when Governor Mike Johanns became
the Secretary of Agriculture. Prior to
becoming Governor, he served more than
three years as Lieutenant Governor and

nearly seven years as State Treasurer. Governor
Heineman’s vision for Nebraska is based on four priorities:
education, economic vitality, efficiency in government, and
protecting families.
A leader for Nebraska’s agricultural industry, Governor

Heineman has secured a $400 million trade agreement
with Taiwan for Nebraska wheat, soybeans and corn. He
also signed two $30 million trade agreements with Cuba
for Nebraska wheat, soybeans, dry beans, pork and beef.
Additionally, under his watch, Nebraska has also opened
its first-ever international trade office abroad, The
Nebraska Center in Tokyo, Japan. Governor Heineman
also served as Chairman of the Governors’ Ethanol
Coalition in 2007.
Governor Dave Heineman
PO Box 94848
Lincoln, NE 68509
402-471-2244
dheineman@notes.state.ne.us

Keynote Speakers

Speakers
Ron Asche is President and Chief Executive
Officer of the Nebraska Public Power District.
Throughout his 30-year career with NPPD, he
has held such leadership positions as Rate
and Contract Manager, Rate and Budget
Manager, Treasurer-Controller and Division

Manager of Finance and Accounting. Asche was elected
Treasurer on January 3, 1991 and was later named Chief
Financial Officer in March of 1995 and Vice President in
April 1996.
Ron Asche
Nebraska Public Power District
1414 15th Street
Columbus, NE 68602
402-563-5461
rdasche@nppd.com

Beth Boesch is the Senior Manager,
Government and Public Relations for NPPD.
Ms. Boesch has been with NPPD for over
30 years. She is a graduate of Stone and
Webster Utility Management Development

Program, the Gallup Sales Academy, and has completed
graduate level courses from the University of Chicago
Graduate School of Business.

Beth Boesch
Nebraska Public Power District
1414 15th Street
Columbus, NE 68602
402-649-2988
elboesc@nppd.com

David L. Bracht is a partner in the Omaha
office of Husch Blackwell Sanders LLP law
firm.With more than 25 years experience in
agriculture banking, business, government
and law, David advises agribusinesses, food
processors, banks and insurance companies

on contract, corporate, finance, environmental and
regulatory issues. He represents several renewable energy
companies, including ethanol and biodiesel producers, on
debt and equity funding, negotiating construction, grain
origination, ethanol marketing and other commercial
contracts, obtaining environmental permits and responding
to regulatory requests. He has also counseled a
Nebraska-based developer on an 80 MW wind project.
David L. Bracht
Partner
Husch Blackwell Sanders LLP
1620 Dodge Street Suite 2100
Omaha, NE 68102
402-964-5025
david.bracht@huschblackwell.com



Mark L. Brasee is a Partner with Fraser
Stryker PC LLO. He has been associated
with the law firm since May, 1994. His areas
of practice include: Business and Corporate;
Real Estate; Estate Planning and Probate,
Trust and Estate Administration; Nonprofit

and Charitable Organizations; Business Succession
Planning; Taxation; and Renewable Energy Practice.
Mark L. Brasee
Fraser Stryker PC LLO
500 Energy Plaza
409 South 17th Street
Omaha, NE 68102
402-978-5279
mbrasee@FraserStryker.com

Robert Byrnes is the owner of an oilseed
pressing company in Lyons, NE and General
Manager of the first renewable fuels only
filling station in the state, Nebraska Green
Fuels. Byrnes is a wind turbine instructor at
Northeast Community College, and serves as

a sustainability advisor for Ho-Chunk, Inc.
Robert Byrnes, President
Nebraska Renewable Energy Association
708 North Davis
Oakland, NE 68045
402-685-4333
waterdog@nerenew.com

Christene R. Bywater, P.E., has worked for Omaha Public
Power District since 1999 and currently holds the position
of Project Manager for the Sustainable Energy and
Environmental Stewardship Division. Christene is
responsible for the implementation of OPPD’s sustainable
energy projects, such as wind and solar power. She is a
Registered Professional Civil Engineer with the State of
Nebraska.
Christene R. Bywater, P.E.
Project Manager – Sustainable Energy
Omaha Public Power District
444 South 16th Street Mall
Omaha, NE 68102
402-636-3316
cbywater@oppd.com

Jay Caspary is Director of Transmission
Development at Southwest Power Pool, Jay is
charged with addressing emerging, strategic
and ongoing transmission issues with a
primary focus on barriers to effective
coordinated expansion planning beyond

traditional seams. Jay joined SPP in 2001 after a 19-year
career at Illinois Power. Jay has been instrumental in
developing effective transmission expansion plans for SPP,
as well as collaborative long-range planning with SPP’s
neighbors including ERCOT, the Midwest ISO, Tennessee
Valley Authority, and others.
Jay Caspary
Southwest Power Pool
415 N McKinley #140 Plaza West
Little Rock, AR 72205
501-614-3200
jcaspary@spp.org

Eric Chamberlin has worked with the
Missouri Department of Natural Resources,
initiating installation of a monitoring tower.
Eric worked on planning and developing Cow
Branch and Loess Hills Wind Farms, and
bringing together the various parties

necessary for those projects. In 2007 Eric accepted a
position as Manager of Wind Farm Operations with Wind
Capital Group, St. Louis, Missouri. Eric oversees daily
operations of four commercial wind facilities in northwest
Missouri and also work on new site development.
Eric Chamberlin
Manager, Wind Farm Operations
17475 U.S. Highway #136
Rock Port, Missouri 64482
660-744-2205
eric@windcapitalgroup.com

Stanley Allen Clouse has been with
Nebraska Public Power District since 1978.
He is currently Account Manager for the
Central Nebraska Area. He has served on the
Kearney City Council since 2003 and has
served as Mayor since 2007. He has served

in a variety of public offices since 1995.
Stanley Allen Clouse
4907 Linden Drive Place
Kearney, NE 68847
308-238-5210
smayor@kearneygov.org

Billy Cutsor is a Project Engineer for
Municipal Energy Agency of Nebraska.
Cutsor’s activities for over 60 MEAN
participants in Colorado, Wyoming, Iowa, and
Nebraska have included the study and design
of retail electric rates and regulatory

compliance. Additionally, he is responsible for wind
resources and is active in transmission issues for MEAN
assets as well as various regional studies for generation
and transmission.
Billy Cutsor, P.E.
Municipal Energy Agency of Nebraska
1111 O Street Suite 200
Lincoln, NE 68508
402-474-4759
bjcutsor@nmppenergy.org

Senator M. L. “Cap” Dierks is a rancher and
a retired veterinarian. If asked for a word to
describe Senator Dierks’ life, that word would
easily be “service.” He has served his
country, his church, and his community as a
member of St. Anthony’s Hospital Board of

Directors in O’Neill, and for 19 years as a member of the
Ewing Public School Board of Education. Senator Dierks
is currently a member of the Knights of Columbus, the
Nebraska Veterinary Medical Association, and the
American Veterinary Medical Association.
Senator Dierks represents Legislative District 40 in the

Nebraska Legislature, a position he has held for 17 years.
Senator Dierks loves the rural way of life. His legislation
has always been aimed at making rural communities
prosper so that citizens can afford to live and raise families
in central and western Nebraska.



Senator M. L. “Cap” Dierks
Co-Chair, Nebraska Wind Working Group
PO Box 94604
Lincoln, NE 68509-4604
Office: 402-471-2801
mdierks@leg.ne.gov

Dave Dingman became the Energy Policy
Advisor for the Nebraska Energy Office in
August 2009. Since 2002, Dave has been
active in the areas of international
sustainable development and zero-emissions
design strategies, distributed renewable

energy generation systems, sustainable food production
systems, educational and professional programs
development.
Dave Dingman
1111 O Street Suite 223
Lincoln, NE 68508
402-471-3354
dave.dingman@nebraska.gov

Kristen Gottschalk has worked extensively
in Environment Education and Natural
Resource Management. In late 2001, she
was appointed to serve as the Government
Relations Director and registered lobbyist for
the Nebraska Rural Electric Association.

Kristen Gottschalk
Government Relations Director
Nebraska Rural Electric Association
1244 K Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
402-540-5700
kgottschalk@nrea.org

John K. Hansen has served as President of
Nebraska Farmers Union since he was first
elected in 1990. Hansen also serves on the
Board of Directors of the National Farmers
Union. Hansen serves as a member of the
National Farmers Union Executive

Committee, NATFARMPAC Committee, and Chairman of
the National Farmers Union Legislative Committee.
John K. Hansen, President
Nebraska Farmers Union
Co-Chair, Nebraska Wind Working Group
1305 Plum Street
Lincoln, NE 68502
402-476-8815
john@nebraskafarmersunion.org

Robert R. Harms is a Fish and Wildlife
Biologist for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in
Grand Island, Nebraska. Robert is responsible
for reviews of proposed wind farm projects to
determine if they will have impacts on Federal
trust species including federally listed
threatened and endangered species and

migratory birds.
Robert R. Harms
Fish and Wildlife Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
203 West Second Street
Grand Island, NE 68801
308-382-6468
robert_harms@fws.gov

Dr. Jerry Hudgins is a Fellow of the IEEE,
and a Past-President of both the IEEE Power
Electronics Society and the IEEE Industry
Applications Society. Hudgins has published
over 100 technical papers concerning high-
power semi-conductor materials and devices,

and renewable energy applications. Hudgins is currently a
professor and the Chair of the Electrical Engineering
Department at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Director
of the Nebraska Wind Applications Center, and Associate
Director of the Nebraska Center for Energy Sciences
Research.
Dr. Jerry Hudgins
University of Nebraska at Lincoln
PO Box 880511
Lincoln, NE 68588
402-472-3771
hudgins@engr.unl.edu

Nancy Jackson, serves on the Kansas Wind
Working Group, the Kansas Energy and
Environmental Policy advisory group, and the
Midwestern Governors Association Low
Carbon Fuel Standard advisory group.
Jackson recently began a four-year term on
the Citizen Utility Ratepayers Board, Kansas’s

consumer advocate. The Climate & Energy Project (CEP) is
a program of The Land Institute. CEP’s key programs include
Kansas Blue Green Alliance, Kansas Interfaith Power and
Light, and the Take Charge Challenge, a friendly competition
among six Kansas communities to reduce their energy use.
Nancy Jackson
Climate & Energy Project
941 Kentucky Street Suite 1
Lawrence, KS 66044
785-856-3740
jackson@climateandenergy.org

Clint Johannes is the Chair of the Nebraska
Power Association’s Joint Planning
Subcommittee. Johannes serves as the
Assistant General Manager of the Nebraska
Electric G&T Cooperative, where he assists
in administering power supply contracts and

other matters for 22 rural electric systems.
Clint Johannes
Nebraska Electric G&T Cooperative
2472 18th Avenue
Columbus, NE 68601
402-564-8142
cjohannes@neb.rr.com

John Johnson planning related jobs have
included work in Economic Development
Planning and County Planning. Johnson is
currently the Planning Director for Madison
and Pierce counties, Nebraska. John has
served as an appointed member of four

different Planning Commissions. Johnson is a member of
the American Planning Association, First Vice-President of
the Nebraska Planning and Zoning Association and the
President of the Nebraska Association of County Officials
Planning and Zoning Affiliate.
John Johnson
Zoning Administrator
1112 Bonita Drive
Norfolk, NE 68701
402-370-3577
zoneplan@co.madison.ne.us



Dennis Joyce is the manager for Millwright-
Contractor Relations for the Carpenters’
District Council of Kansas City and Vicinity,
covering Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas,
Colorado and Wyoming. He works
extensively with contractors and end users on

business development in the rotating equipment industry.
Dennis Joyce
Carpenters District Council
625 West 39th Street
Kansas City, MO 64111
816-931-3414
djoyce@carpenters-kc.org

Lyle Kathol has been Dean of the Applied
Technology Division for the last 8 years at
Northeast Community College. His duties
include supervision of 14 different technical
training programs at Northeast. Lyle is
currently leading the development and

implementation of the first wind technology program in
Nebraska. He has also been deeply involved in
establishing the first and only Renewable Fuels Technology
(Ethanol) program in Nebraska.
Lyle Kathol
Dean of Applied Technology
Northeast Community College
801 East Benjamin
PO Box 469
Norfolk, NE 68702-0469
402-844-7215
lylek@northeast.edu

Jeff Kirkpatrick is a partner in the Lincoln
firm of McHenry, Haszard, Hansen, Roth &
Hupp, PC, LLO. He has represented and
advised landowners regarding windpower
contracts all across Nebraska. Kirkpatrick
currently serves as President of the Board of

Trustees of the Lincoln City Libraries and President of
Nebraska Farmers Union Foundation.
Jeff Kirkpatrick
McHenry, Haszard, Hansen, Roth & Hupp PC LLO
121 South 13th Street Suite 702
Lincoln, NE 68508
402-476-2200
jkirkpatrick@mchenrylaw.com

Bradley Klein is a Staff Attorney at the
Environmental Law & Policy Center in
Chicago. Klein works on a broad range of
clean energy and clean water litigation and
policy issues, and has recently worked in a
number of Midwest and Great Plains states

on net metering rules, interconnection standards and other
renewable energy policies. Klein served as a law clerk for
Judge Emmet Sullivan of the U.S. District Court for the
District of Columbia and worked as a law fellow at the
Environmental Law Institute.
Bradley Klein
Environmental Law & Policy Center
35 East Wacker Drive Suite 1300
Chicago, IL 60601
312-795-3746
bklein@elpc.org

Eric Lantz is a member of the Markets and
Policy Analysis group at the National
Renewable Energy Laboratory. Lantz works
primarily with issues of state policy and
expanding markets for renewable energy. In
addition, he concentrates on evaluating the

economic development impacts of wind power and other
energy generation technologies.
Eric Lantz
Energy Analyst
National Renewable Energy Laboratory
1617 Cole Boulevard
Golden, CO 80401
303-384-7418
eric.lantz@nrel.gov

Dr. Kenneth Lemke, PhD is an economist
for Nebraska Public Power District’s
Economic Development Department. His
current work focuses on target industry
analysis, economic impact analysis, and
research to support economic growth within

Nebraska and NPPD’s service area.
Dr. Kenneth Lemke, PhD
Nebraska Public Power District
1414 15th Street
Columbus, NE 68602
402-563-5535
kmlemke@nppd.com

David Levy represents clients in zoning, land
use, environmental and general real estate
matters, in transactional, administrative,
legislative and judicial proceedings. David
has spoken extensively on land use and
zoning matters, and has served as an

Adjunct Professor in Land Use Law at the University of
San Francisco School of Law.
David Levy
Baird Holm, LLP
1500 Woodmen Tower
Omaha, NE 68102-2068
402-636-8310
dlevy@bairdholm.com

Rich Lombardi is Chairman of the Board of
American Communications Group, Inc.
American Communications Group, Inc. is a 25
year old company that conducts public policy
research, political consulting and lobbying.
Lombardi has served as a member of the

Lincoln Electric System Board of Directors and his firm has
been retained by the American Wind Energy Association to
represent their interests in Nebraska.
Rich Lombardi
American Communications Group, Inc
1141 H Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
402-475-0727
rlombardi@acgusa.net



Paul Malone, P.E. has worked at NPPD for
32 years. Malone has held various
managerial positions involved in all aspects of
the Transmission and Distribution systems.
He has been involved in the Regional
Transmission Organization activities for

NPPD including the Mid-Continent Area Power Pool, the
Midwest ISO, and the Southwest Power Pool. His
department is responsible for developing transmission
expansion plans to serve their customers and working with
the Southwest Power Pool on regional transmission plans.
Paul Malone, P.E.
Transmission Strategies and Planning Manager
Nebraska Public Power District
PO Box 608
York, NE 68467
402-362-7273
pjmalon@nppd.com

Keith Marvin, AICP has been involved professionally in
community planning since 1992. His experience includes
all facets of planning and urban design, including historic
preservation. Marvin has been involved with projects in
communities and counties ranging from 48 people to over
400,000.
Keith Marvin, AICP
Planner
Marvin Planning Consultants
PO Box 410
David City, NE 68632
402-367-6020
k_marvin2000@yahoo.com

Tim McCoy, PhD is currently the Ag Program
Manager for the Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission, where he works with local,
state, and federal partners to improve fish
and wildlife resource benefits from
conservation programs targeted to private

lands. McCoy has been the coordinator for initial efforts of
the Commission to proactively address wind and wildlife
issues in a manner that can support and help guide wind
power development in Nebraska.
Tim McCoy, PhD
NE Game and Parks Commission
2200 N 33rd Street
Lincoln, NE 68503
402-471-5449
tim.mccoy@nebraska.gov

Dan McGuire is an independent consultant
and Nebraska Facilitator for the National
Renewable Energy Laboratory and Wind
Powering America Wind for Schools program.
McGuire directs and manages the American
Corn Growers Foundation (ACGF) and

Wealth From The Wind education and outreach program
promoting wind energy opportunities for farmers and rural
America.
Dan McGuire
NREL Wind for Schools
4540 Oakridge Circle
Lincoln, NE 68516
402-489-1346
McGuireConsultng@aol.com

Neil Moseman was appointed Director of the
Nebraska Energy Office by Governor Dave
Heineman in July, 2008. Moseman has served
as the Agriculture Director for U.S. Senator
Chuck Hagel and as a staff member on the U.S.
House Agriculture Committee in Washington,

DC. Moseman served as Vice President of the U.S. Beet
Sugar Association in Washington, DC, before moving home to
Nebraska. Moseman most recently was Assistant Director for
the Nebraska Department of Agriculture.
Neil Moseman
NE Energy Office
1111 O Street Suite 223
Lincoln, NE 68508
402-471-2867
neil.moseman@nebraska.gov

Marcus Nichols, P.E. joined OPPD in
August 1973 as an engineer. He has held
the positions of Engineer, Senior Engineer,
Manager of Engineering Services and
Division Manager, Facilities Management.
Since 2007, he has held the position of

Division Manager Sustainable Energy and Environmental
Stewardship. Nichols is a Certified Facilities Manager.
Marcus Nichols, P.E
Division Manager-Sustainable Energy and Environmental
Stewardship
Omaha Public Power District
444 S. 16th Street Mall
Omaha, NE 68102
402-636-3613
mnichols@oppd.com

John O’Connor is the Renewable Energy
Development Project Manager of Nebraska
Public Power District (NPPD). O’Connor has
been at this position since February, 2009.
O’Connor manages the process to identify,
analyze, and recommend wind sites for

NPPD’s consideration. This coordination effort includes
working with rural landowners, transmission authorities,
and environmental agencies. O’Connor also administers
the Renewable Energy Certificate (REC) Program.
John O’Connor
Nebraska Public Power District
1327 H Street Suite 1
Lincoln, NE 68508
402-465-3512
jwoconn@nppd.com

Jeffrey C. Paulson is the principal in his own law and
consulting firm in Minneapolis, and has been practicing in
the area of energy law for over thirty years. Paulson
established his own practice in 1998 representing clients
developing, financing and owning renewable energy
projects in Minnesota and around the country including
debt and equity financing of such projects. While his clients
include large national and international manufacturers,
developers, and project owners, a greater portion of his
time is spent representing local developers and owners
working on projects to be owned by individual community
members, colleges, nonprofits and other nontraditional
generation owners.



Jeffrey C. Paulson
Jeffrey C. Paulson and Associates, LTD
7301 Ohms Lane Suite 325
Edina, MN 55439
952-835-0055
jeff.jcplaw@comcast.net

Roberta Pinkerton is the Community
Economic Development Director for the
Omaha Public Power District. Pinkerton is
responsible for assisting OPPD to create and
retain revenue through the attraction of new
business; the retention and expansion of

existing business and by fostering economic growth in the
communities they serve. Pinkerton has been with OPPD
since 1999 and previously worked for the Nebraska
Department of Economic Development.
Roberta Pinkerton
Community Economic Development Coordinator
Omaha Public Power District
444 South 16th Street Mall
Omaha, NE 68102
402-228-3306
rpinkereton@oppd.com

Patrick L. Pope was appointed Vice
President of Energy Delivery at NPPD in
October of 2003. In November of 2004,
Pope was named Vice President of Energy
Supply. In January of 2008 he was appointed
Vice President and Chief Operating Officer.

He is also a member of the Southwest Power Pool
Members Committee and serves on The Energy Authority
Board of Directors.
Patrick L. Pope
Nebraska Public Power District
1414 15th Street
Columbus, NE 68602-0499
402-563-5029
plpope@nppd.com

Don Preister, Wind Working Group Co-Chair
Former State Senator
Current Bellevue City Councilman
4522 Borman Street
Bellevue, NE 68157
402-733-6660

donaldpg@msn.com

Tony Raimondo, Jr. joined Behlen Mfg. Co.
in 1990. After joining Behlen Mfg., he held
various positions: Facilities Manager, plant
engineering projects; EPA and OSHA
compliances; and Behlen Mfg. Co., Director
of Marketing. Recently he has taken the lead

role in developing new products in the field of renewable
energy.
Tony Raimondo, Jr.
President and Vice Chairman of the Board
Behlen Manufacturing Company
4025 E. 23rd Street
Columbus, NE 68602
402-564-3111
tony.raimondo.jr@behlenmfg.com.

Dave Rich, P.E. has been employed with
Nebraska Public Power District for the past
31 years, currently serving as NPPD’s
Renewable Energy Development Manager.
Rich is responsible for the development and
implementation for NPPD’s renewable energy

strategy by leading the development of renewable energy
facilities.
Dave Rich, P.E.
Manager Renewable Energy Development
Nebraska Public Power District
1414 15th Street
Columbus, NE 68602-0499
402-563-5477
ddrich@nppd.com

John Richards, P.E. is an engineer at
Nebraska Public Power District, a position he
has held since March 2007. Richards
currently works in the Renewable Energy
Development Department. Prior to joining
NPPD, he worked for Public Service

Company of Colorado.
John Richards, P.E.
Nebraska Public Power District
1414 15th Street
Columbus, NE 68601
402-563-5419
jbricha@nppd.com

Dave Rippe is an economic development consultant with
the Nebraska Department of Economic Development.
Rippe works in business recruitment with a focus on the
wind energy industry. Rippe is responsible for the
Department’s Wind Energy Industry Database, an effort
that works to connect Nebraska businesses into the wind
industry.
Dave Rippe
Economic Development Consultant
Nebraska Department of Economic Development
PO Box 94666
Lincoln, NE 68509
402-326-3311
david.rippe@nebraska.gov

Shelley Sahling-Zart has been with with
Lincoln Electric System for 21 years.
Responsibilities include: federal, state, and
local legislative and regulatory affairs,
managing LES public relations, internal and
external communications, and publications,

managing LES enterprise content management functions,
assisting General Counsel in legal activities, strategic
planning and serving as Administrative Coordinator for the
Nebraska Power Association.
Shelley Sahling-Zart
Vice President and Assistant Legal Counsel
Lincoln Electric System
PO Box 80869
Lincoln, NE 68501
402-473-3204
ssahling@les.com



David Schrader is presently the Chairman of the Rock
Port Municipal Utility, having served on this board for 18
years. Schrader is semi-retired after working 35 years for
Nebraska Public Power District, 34 of which were at their
Cooper Nuclear Station as a Licensed Reactor Operator,
and Performance Improvement Analyst.
David Schrader
Rock Port Municipal Utilities
102 West Clay
Rock Port, MO 64482
660-744-6190
dcshrad@yahoo.com

Michael Shonka started working with solar
systems in 1983, fresh out of college. His
company grew with a dealer network in five
states. Shonka was President of the
Nebraska Solar Energy Industries
Association in the 1980's and is currently

Vice-President in the Nebraska Solar Energy Society.
Michael Shonka
Solar, Heat, & Electric
517 N 74th Street
Omaha, NE 68114
402-397-3622
mshonka@qwest.net

C.D. Smith is national new products sales
manager for Triad/Merrick Machine Company.
Merrick Machine Company is a third
generation family owned company that has
manufactured automated equipment for over
50 years. His responsibilities include

implementing distribution infrastructure for all new products
released to market.
C.D. Smith
National Sales Manager
Triad WindGen
104 Apollo Avenue
Alda, NE 68810
308-379-2174
cdsmith@triadwindgen.com

John Snow’s practice concentrates on
renewable energy project development,
estate planning, corporate law, real estate,
entity selection and formation, and non-profit
tax advice. Snow’s renewable energy
practice concentrates on representing

landowners in the negotiation of wind and solar
lease/easements. Snow is licensed to practice law in
Colorado and Nebraska. Prior to joining Hackstaff Gessler
LLC in 2005, Snow served as a lawyer with the legal
department of the United States Postal Service.
John Snow
Hackstaff & Gessler
1601 Blake Street Suite 310
Denver, CO 80202
303-534-4317
jsnow@hackstaffgessler.com

Jason Sokolewicz is an Economic
Development Consultant for NPPD out of the
Lincoln office. Sokolewicz has been with the
Economic Development Department of
NPPD for over 3 years. In this position he
works to attract businesses to Nebraska,

assists in the expansion and growth of existing Nebraska
businesses and works with communities in being prepared
for economic development opportunities.
Jason Sokolewicz
Economic Development Consultant
Nebraska Public Power District
1327 H Street Suite 1
Lincoln, NE 68508
402-465-3517
jpsokol@nppd.com

Kevin Strudthoff joined Katana Summit in June of 2008 as
the company’s CFO. Katana Summit is a leading
manufacturer of wind turbine towers with a manufacturing
plant and headquarters in Columbus, Nebraska, as well as a
manufacturing plant in Ephrata, Washington. In June of
2009 he transitioned into the role of President and CEO.
Prior to joining Katana Summit, Strudthoff spent 7 years in
various executive roles with Birdog Solutions in Omaha.
Kevin Strudthoff
Katana Summit, LLC
1600 East 29th Avenue
Columbus, NE 68602
402-563-9318
kstrudthoff@katana-summit.com

Tom Swierczewski is a Project Developer
for Chicago based Midwest Wind Energy.
Swierczewski has been a professional wind
developer for a little over 3 years working on
projects in Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa and
Nebraska. Most recently, Swierczewski was

assigned to be Project Manager for the Broken Bow
windfarm that Midwest Wind Energy is developing with
NPPD in Custer County, Nebraska. Prior to becoming a
wind developer, Swierczewski was a practicing land
planner for 10 years in Minnesota, Iowa and Illinois.
Swierczewski holds a bachelor's degree in Community and
Regional Planning from Iowa State University and is a
member of the American Institute of Certified Planners.
Tom Swierczewski
Midwest Wind Energy, LLC
211 East Ontario Street Suite 1720
Chicago, IL 60611
312-259-7681
tswierczewski@midwestwind.com

Ed Toribio is the President of Energize Nebraska, a local
non-profit dedicated to providing information, education
and professional training in energy efficiency and small
scale renewable energy including solar, wind, biodiesel and
biomass. Toribio has been advocating for the development
of renewable energy in the state for the last 4 years,
providing educational sessions, lectures, and presentations
to communities across the state.
Ed Toribo
Home Energy Alternatives
PO Box 1089
Gibbon, NE 68840
308-293-3407
edtoribio@nebraskagreenenergy.com



Greg Van Dyke is Vice President and Treasurer for
Tenaska and its affiliated companies. He serves as a
member of Tenaska’s Management Committee, and his
responsibilities include maintaining day-to-day lending
relationships, leading financing efforts including managing
the selection of lenders and bankers, due diligence, project
documetation and closings. He also manages the process
of obtaining debt ratings from Standard and Poor’s,
Moody’s Investors Service and Fitch Ratings including
direct interaction with ratings personnel. In addition, he
leads finance efforts on new development opportunities for
Tenaska. He has also managed the sale of partial equity
interests in Tenaska-developed generation plants, including
soliciting proposals, negotiating purchase and sale
agreements, due diligence, documentation and closings.
Greg Van Dyke
Tenaska
1044 N. 115 Street Suite 400
Omaha, NE 68154
402-691-9720
gvandyke@tenaska.com

Deanna Volkmer has 27 years of diversified business
experiences which includes education, finance,
administration and consulting. Volkmer possesses skills in
financial management, business development, credit
analysis and corporate training and development. Volkmer
currently serves as Associate Dean of Southern Panhandle
Center Director at Western Nebraska Community College.
Deanna Volkmer
Western Nebraska Community College
1520 Summit
Sidney, NE 69162
308-249-1733
volkmerd@wncc.net

Foster Weyand is a principle instructor of Wind and Solar
installation and safety courses for IBEW Local 22 in
Omaha.Weyand is active in the Green community at large
as a Member of the U.S. Green Building Council Flatwater
Chapter and a LEED Accredited Professional. Weyand has
participated in numerous speaking engagements and
press conferences and works to ensure that renewable
energy demands are met with skilled and qualified
workers.
Foster Weyand
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
8946 L Street
Omaha, NE 68127
402-331-8147
fosterweyand@cox.net

Kenneth C.Winston received a BA and a
law degree from the University of Nebraska in
Lincoln. Winston worked for the Nebraska
Legislature for 17 years, serving as a
legislative aide to Senator Chris Beutler and

Senator Stan Schellpeper and as Legal Counsel to the
Judiciary Committee and the General Affairs Committee.

Winston served on the Lincoln Public Schools Board of
Education between 1991 and 1996. Winston currently has
a private law practice and engages in public interest
advocacy. Winston has lobbied on behalf of the Nebraska
Chapter of the Sierra Club since 2002 and the Nebraska
Library Association since 1999.
Kenneth C. Winston
Nebraska Sierra Club
1120 K Street Suite 200
Lincoln, NE 68508
402-476-6583
kwinston@inebraska.com

DebYocum works within the Business
Programs Division of USDA Rural
Development, Yocum serves as the Agency’s
Rural Energy Coordinator for Nebraska.
Yocum oversees the state’s outreach and
administration of the Title IX Energy

programs authorized via the Farm Bill while actively
promoting all USDA business programs. Yocum has been
with the Agency since 1999 and was previously employed
by USDA’s Farm Service Agency.
DebYocum
Rural Energy Coordinator
Nebraska USDA Rural Development
100 Centennial Mall North
Lincoln, NE 68508
402-437-5554
debra.yocum@ne.usda.gov

Bob Zavadil, a co-founder of EnerNex, is
responsible for developing and overseeing the
company’s power system engineering
consulting business. Zavadil has worked on
electric power system issues for wind
generation for over 20 years. Clients include

wind turbine designers and manufacturers, project
developers and operators, transmission service providers
and ISOs, and research and development organizations
including NREL, DOE, and EPRI. From 1989 until 2003,
Zavadil served in various consulting and product
development capacities for Electrotek Concepts and its
parent company, WPT. Zavadil began his career in the
electric power industry in 1982 as a special studies
engineer in the Transmission and Distribution Engineering
Division of the Nebraska Public Power District. Zavadil
received a BSEE degree, with highest honors, from South
Dakota State University. Zavadil is a member of the IEEE
Power Engineering, Power Electronics, and Industrial
Applications Societies, and serves as secretary of the
IEEE PES Wind Power Coordinating Committee.
Bob Zavadil
Study Project Manager
EnerNex Corporation
620 Mabry Hill Road Suite 300
Knoxville, TN 37932
865-218-4600
bobz@enernex.com











U.S. Department of Energy
Wind Energy Program

www.eere.energy.gov/windandhydro/

Wind Powering America

www.windpoweringamerica.gov

www.neo.ne.gov/renew/
wind-working-group/nwwg.htm

Nebraska Farmers Union
www.nebraskaa farmersunion.org

402-476-8815

KEARNEY
Convention
& Visitors
Bureau

Wind Energy for Rural Economic DevelopmentWind Energy for Rural Economic Development



805-569-6180

www.inf ini tywind.com





General Sessions,
Luncheons and

Wrap-up Meeting Media
Room #102

SPONSORS
PLATINUM
• Husch Blackwell Sanders

GOLD
• Fraser Stryker
• JW Prairie Wind Power LLC

(juwi)
• Mid-Plains Renewable

Energy
• Nebraska Department

of Energy
• Third Planet Wind Power
• TradeWind Energy

SILVER
• Anemometry Specialists
• BP Energy
• HDR
• JEO Consulting
• NPPD
• Olsson Associates
• OPPD
• State Bank of Table Rock
• Tenaska
• Westwood Professional

Services
• WindLogics

BRONZE
• Infinity Wind Power
• Kearney Convention &

Visitors Bureau

STUDENT SPONSOR
• Baird Holm

LANYARD SPONSOR
• Midwest Wind Energy

SIGNAGE SPONSOR
• Ownenergy

EXHIBITORS
• American Corn

Growers Foundation
• BNSF
• Dakota Fluid Power
• E & A Consulting
• Energize Nebraska
• enXco

• GeoRestore
• Hytorc
• International Brotherhood

of Electrical Workers
• ITC Great Plains
• National Renewable

Energy Larobatory

• Nebraska Farmers Union
• Nebraska Wind

Working Group
• Second Wind
• USDA Rural Development
• Wieland Electric



BALLROOMS I & II
EXHIBITS & BREAK AREA

1. Nebraska Wind
Working Group

2. Nebraska Farmers Union

3. USDA Rural
Development

4. NPPD/OPPD

5. Hytorc

6. Third Planet Wind Power

7. Husch Blackwell Sanders

8. JW Prairie Wind Power
(juwi)

9. Anemometry Specialists

10. Westwood Professional
Service

11. ITC Great Plains

12. Wieland Electric

13. American Corn
Growers Foundation

14. JEO Consulting

15. International
Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers

16.enXco

17. Dakota Fluid Power

18. Mid-Plains Renewable
Energy

19. Fraser Stryker

20. Olsson Associates

21. HDR

22. WindLogics

23. BNSF

24. GeoRestore.com

25. State Bank of Table Rock

26. TradeWind Energy

27. National Renewable
Energy Laboratory

28.

29. E & A Consulting

30. Energize Nebraska

31. Second Wind




