


Remember When

Can you remember when gasoline cost less than 40¢ per gallon? |If
you can, you probably also remember how the cost of gasoline
skyrocketed during the oil crisis of the early 1970's and 1980's. From
38¢ per gallon in 1970, gasoline priced soared up to more than $1.35
per gallon in 1981.

During the oil crisis, everyone felt the bite gasoline prices put in
their budget. Many people tried to minimize that bite by purchasing
more fuel efficient cars and cutting down on their driving by walking,
cycling or carpooling. Nebraskans did their part to conserve during the
energy crisis, but now that the long lines at gas stations have
disappeared and gasoline prices are dropping, some people have
forgotten the impact energy consumption has on their budget and on the
state’s economy.

How Does Energy Affect the Economy?

Nebraskans produce very little of the natural gas, coal and oil they
need, so they import the energy and export dollars to pay for it. In
1985, Nebraskans spent $3 billion for all of their energy needs and as
much as 80¢ of every $1.00, or $2.4 billion, of these purchases were
exported to energy-producing regions like Texas, Louisiana and the
OPEC nations. This huge leakage of dollars means there is less money
available for other consumer purchases which create income and job
opportunities for Nebraskans.

$ 3 Billion
Spent on $600 Million Stays

Energy in 1985 in Nebraska




What Can be Done to Stop This Leakage?

- You can reduce the leakage of dollars from your community by

7 reducing the amount of energy you use. This can be done simply by
nereasing the efficiency with which you use energy, or, in other '
~words, making less energy do the same job. Energy efficiency can be
~improved in any number of ways, whether by insulating your homne,
~tuning up your car or installing energy efficient lighting and electrically-
operated equipment in your workplace.

How Will Energy Efficiency
Benefit the Economy?

Energy efficiency improvements benefit your local economy in two
‘ ways, First, efficiency boosts the economy directly by providing work
-for the mechanics and auto-part stores you patronize 1o keep your car
“running efficiently, or the contractor who insulates your affic. Second,
“efficiency benefits the economy indirectly by saving you money that
“can be spent on other consumer purchases right in your town. These
:_'purch_ases, research suggests, benefit the economy more than
~expenditures on energy.

Where Should You Begin?

. One of the biggest opportunities for efficiency available to
" Nebraskans is in the area of transportation. In 1985, Nebraskans

- consumed more total energy for transportation than for any other need:
- 26% of all energy consumed, or 135.8 trillion Btus. (A Btuis a
. standard unit of measure for energy which equals the amount of energy
- produced by completely burning one wooden kitchen match). Translated
~into gallons of gasoline, 135.8 triflion bius represents over one billion
gallons. That's a little more than 630 gallons per Nebraskani
- Of course, not all transportation fuel is in the form of gasoline. The
‘transportation sector also includes diesel fuel, aviation fuel, and a
- variety of other petroleum products used 1o get Nebraskans from one
- place to another. :

-7 Butsince 75% of transportation needs are met by gasoline, it

~. presents the largest opportunity for efficiency improvements. This

- pamphlet will show you a number of ways 1o decrease your gasoline

- consumption, some of which require action only on your part and others
o requiring action by your community as a whole. All of them will
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Plan Ahead

Whenever possible, combine errands requiring driving because aute
engines perform most efficiently when they have been driven
approximately 15 minutes and are warmed up fo about 180°F. Plan
your trip to take the route with the least amount of traffic and fewest
stop lights and signs. When you're driving, keep an eye on traffic ahead
50 you can avoid unnecessary braking. Aveid braking by not tailgating
other cars and by slowing down well before you reach a red light.

Often, you can time your driving to coincide with the green light. And
of course, walk or ride a bike rather than drive whenever possible.

Keep Your Car Properly Tuned

Follow the service schedule recommended for your car to keep it in
top running condition. Check the oil level frequently and change it
regularly according to your car manufacturer's recommended schedule.
Friction-reducing motor oil lets an engine turn easier and thereby use
less gascline. The next section on recycling used oil will tell you what .
to do with your vehicle’s old oil as yet another way of increasing your
energy efficiency.

Have an engine tune-up as often as your owner's manual recommends
to ensure that the carburetor and ignition timing are properly adjusted
and that the spark plugs are in good condition. Just replacing old plugs,
points and condenser (if your car has them), checking the wiring and -
setting the timing can result in significant gasoline savings. Defective
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In any carpool arrangement there are some basic pointers to keep in
mind: -

Set a schadule of who will drive and when,

i only one person will be driving, have the cost-sharing
arrangement firmly settled before starting.

® Get your pick-up routes set well in advance, at individual homes
or at a central point. Do the same for the return trip from work
to home.

Agree on how long the pool will wait for tardy passengers.

© Determine whether smoking, radio-playing or eating w1II be
permitted in the car.

If you'll be a driver, check with your insurance company o
determine if you will have to change or add insurance
provisions. lt's even posmble that you may qualify for reduced
premiums '

Carpooling Reduces: Energy Use,
Air Pollution, and Traffic Congestion

You probably will want to try out the carpool for a week to iron out
any kinks in the schedule. Be prepared to make any necessary changes
after this trial period. Carpooling can be done for work or play. Maybe
you can combine shopping trips with a neighbor or carpoel your children
to school. Carpooling can also be done by people attending the same
religious service or arganization meeting.






A key ingredient in the making of a successful van ¢lan is finding a
worker from your company willing to care for the van, and drive it
every day to and from work. He or she is selected because of a good
record of safe driving and dependability - someone who's reliable and
conscientious. In exchange, drivers may enjoy a free commute,

Mass Transit

Beybnd Lincoln and Omaha, few Nebraska communities need or could
support a city wide mass transit system made up of large buses. Buit,
with effective marketing techniques, most communities could utilize
and benefit fraom a van or two o move workers from their homes to
their workplace or downtown.

For example, many of the larger Nebraska communities already offer
"Handi-Van" services to their elderly citizens. With a good promotional
effort, this type of setvice could be developed for commuting workers
of major employers between their work and home, or for shoppers
between residential areas and majer shopping centers. For smaller
communities, the major commutes are most often not within, but
between towns. A daily van trip from small to larger towns could be
developed to reduce individual driving.

The process required to sets up this trangportation service may
vary from town to town, but here are suggestions on how fo get a mini-
van service started:

L&) Survey the commumty to learn what transportation services
are needed:

© Where do most people drive and how often?

© When do they travel?

© Would they be interested in riding public transportation?’

© How much would they be willing to pay for such a service? -

Devise a plan based on what you learned about where and when
. people drive. Propose routes, schedules, a marketing strategy
to convince people fo ride instead of drive, a budget, and - -

sources of funding.

Find funding for the project. Investigate or consider the local
tax base, private foundations, state agencies, the Chambers of
Commerce of towns involved, or individuals.
Keep in mind when searching for funds that while one source may
not be willing to supply the entire funding, it may be possible to
spread the costs amoeng several sponsors.- :
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order to persuade them to offer a rebate large enough to make people
buy a more fuel-efficient car. Given an effective marketing strategy, a
rebate as low as $100 ‘may do it. You should also be prepared to locate
sources of funding for the rebate, which may require postpening the
-purchase of new park playground equipment or convincing the local car
dealers to put up part of the money. An important point to remember is
1o coordinate your rebate offer with the local car dealers to make sure

they have enough fuel-efficient cars in stock.
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relative fuel economy performance of all current model cars, station
wagons, and light trucks. The estimates are in terms of miles per

gallon measured on the Environmental Protection Agency's standardized
fuel economy test. The actual mileage you get will depend to a large
degree on how and where you drive -- and on following the tips on
saving gasoline and money found in these pages. But the Guide can be
very helpful. Compare specifications and test results. You can save
hundreds of dollars a year at no sacrifice -- simply by choosing an
economical car from the class in which you are interested.
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