Summary of EECBG Requirements
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July 9, 2010
This summary is intended to provide guidance on your EECBG award, outline the steps that must be fulfilled before a funded project is implemented, and overview some of the requirements a Recipient has as a result of signing an EECBG Aid Agreement.  
1. Project Period:  July 1, 2010 through December 31, 2011.  
Note:  This timeframe is shorter than originally proposed in the Energy Office’s solicitation for EECBG applications.  (See “Revised Milestone Timeline” below.)
2. Award Number:  Be sure to include the individual number assigned to your award on any reports and correspondence mailed, faxed or emailed to the Energy Office.  Example:  09/10-E045.
3. Energy Office Website:  Announcements, fillable versions of forms and reports, and other items necessary to administer your EECBG grant will be posted at www.neo.ne.gov/grants/EECBG-awards.htm.
4. Authorization to Request Funds and Contact Information:  The authorization will ensure that only designated local government officials can request EECBG funds.  The remainder of the information will be used in updating mailing lists necessary for distributing EECBG information.  
· Required:  Complete both pages, acquire the necessary signatures, and return the forms to the Energy Office with the signed Aid Agreement (see below).  
5. Revised Milestone Timeline:  A new Milestone Timeline should be developed to coincide with the new Project Period of July 1, 2010, through December 31, 2011.  
· Required:  Complete the form and return it to the Energy Office with the signed Aid Agreement (see below).  

6. Aid Agreement:  In order to accept your EECBG award, the Chief Elected Official must sign the Aid Agreement, and a signed copy must be returned to the Energy Office.  Be sure to review the Aid Agreement carefully, as the Local Government/Recipient will be subject to all terms and conditions.  
· Required:  Sign both copies of the Aid Agreement, keep one signed original and submit one signed original to the Energy Office within 30 calendar days of the date on the Notice of Award letter.  
Some of the requirements of the Aid Agreement are explained below:

a. Appendix B – Specific Terms and Conditions:  Appendix B sets out the terms and conditions specific to your individual EECBG award. 
· Required:  Any proposed changes, especially to the Scope and Budget portions, must first be requested in writing to the Energy Office and duly authorized before being implemented. 
b. National Historic Preservation Act of 1966:  Recipient must comply with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act regarding any historic properties that are listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places before spending federal funds to alter any such property.  Because of the volume of potential properties affected and the urging from the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) for prompt implementation of the EECBG program, the DOE, the Energy Office, and the Nebraska State Historic Preservation Office (NSHPO) have entered into a Programmatic Agreement exempting certain activities.  The exemptions may be found at http://www.neo.ne.gov/grants/EECBG-awards.htm.
· Required:  Review the exempted activities listed in the Programmatic Agreement to see how they apply to your project(s) and contact the NSHPO (or Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, if applicable) as necessary to meet this requirement.  
c. Davis-Bacon and Related Acts:  Any Recipient that contracts out for laborers or mechanics for work on the EECBG project must comply with Davis-Bacon and Related Acts.  (A Recipient that uses its own employees to perform labor on its EECBG-funded project is not subject to the Davis-Bacon and Related Acts.)

· Required:  The Recipient is responsible for obtaining the appropriate wage determination and meeting all requirements.  Go to www.wdol.gov to access the User Guide and Wage Determinations Online, and for an easy to understand Desk Guide to the Davis-Bacon Act, go to http://gc.energy.gov/documents/DOE_DBA_Desk_Guide.pdf.  The Energy Office will provide a Labor Compliance Management System located at www.mylcm.com/index_jc.html for Recipient’s use in managing the Davis-Bacon requirements.
d. Buy American-Made Equipment and Products:  It is required that all iron, steel, and manufactured goods used in the project(s) are produced in the United States (except as noted in the Aid Agreement).  Because certain items are not produced in the United States in sufficient quantities or quality, the DOE has issued a “categorical waiver” (determination of inapplicability) for LED traffic lights, arrows, and crosswalk signals; fluorescent electronic lighting ballasts (with the exception of electronic dimming ballasts for fluorescent lamps that are capable of operating the lamps below 50% of their rated light output); and screw-base and pin-base compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) (with the exception of plug-in CFLs longer than 10 inches).

· Required:  Buy American-made equipment and products except as noted above.  The Recipient must ensure that the equipment and products specified in the Scope section of Appendix B of the Aid Agreement are American-made.  If not American-made, Recipient will need to identify an alternative(s) that meet the minimum standards of the program, request and receive verification from the Energy Office before purchasing.
e. Waste Stream Conditions:  Recipient must ensure that the project(s) comply with all federal, state and local regulations for waste disposal.  Recipient must develop and adopt a Waste Management Plan describing their strategy to dispose of any sanitary or hazardous waste generated as a result of the project.  The Plan must be in place prior to generation of any waste.  
· Required:  Develop and adopt a Waste Management Plan and file a copy of the Plan in your project files, together with meeting minutes as documentation, for the Energy Office’s examination during the monitoring process of the project(s).  (The Energy Office will provide monitoring information and instructions at a later date).  
f. Reports:  To ensure the Energy Office obtains the data necessary to fulfill the DOE’s transparency and oversight reporting requirements, the Recipient is required to report progress information to the Energy Office.

· Required:  The following reports are due throughout the Project Period per the due dates specified on each report:  
1) Project Status Report (Appendix C of the Aid Agreement) – To report project activities and progress, due the 15th of the month following the end of each quarter with a final report due 60 days from project end date.  
2) Financial Status Report (Appendix D of the Aid Agreement) – To report the actual expenditures compared to the authorized budget, due the 15th of the month following the end of each quarter with a final report due 60 days from project end date.  
3) Quarterly Payments/Jobs Report (Appendix E of the Aid Agreement) – To report jobs created or retained and individual payments to vendors/contractors in excess of $25,000, due the 5th of the month following the end of each quarter.  
4) Annual Federal Funding Report (Appendix F of the Aid Agreement) – To report the level of federal funding within a fiscal year, due immediately upon execution of the Aid Agreement, and then due January 31, 2011 and 2012.  
g. Request for Reimbursement:  Only costs incurred after the signing of the Aid Agreement will be eligible for reimbursement.  EECBG monies will be disbursed to Recipient only to reimburse actual expenses paid or incurred.
· Required:  Submit a Request for EECBG Funds form (form will be available at a later date) showing actual expenses and required percentage of matching funds applied, together with a description of the completed work and supporting documents of the costs.  The Request for Funds form will soon be available at http://www.neo.ne.gov/grants/EECBG-awards.htm.
h. Before and After Photographs and Publication of Results:  The DOE requests that Recipients take “before and after” photographs of their respective EECBG projects.  Recipients are encouraged to publish the results of the projects and provide proper acknowledgment (see Appendix B).  
· Required:  Include photos and publication information in your Recipient award files and submit copies to the Energy Office with the Project Status Reports (Appendix C).
Questions and Contacts – If you have any questions about these requirements, the Energy Office’s EECBG program contacts are available to assist you: 
Jan E. Fox, EECBG Program Coordinator, 402.471.3354, jan.e.fox@nebraska.gov; or 

James W. Lucas, EECBG Staff Assistant, 402.471.3329, james.w.lucas@nebraska.gov.

Send required documentation to:
Nebraska Energy Office

Attn:  EECBG Program

PO Box 95085

Lincoln, NE  68509-5085
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