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	This Program Alert is for Recipients of the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) Program.  It provides additional information for implementing your grant and instructions on program compliance. 

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact:

Jan E. Fox, EECBG Program Coordinator, 402.471.3354, jan.e.fox@nebraska.gov or

James W. Lucas, EECBG Technical Advisor, 402.471.3662, james.w.lucas@nebraska.gov
Or visit the EECBG Grant Assistance Center at  www.neo.ne.gov/grants/GAcenter.htm



1. Energy Office Staffing Changes:

Congratulations go to James Lucas, formerly the EECBG Staff Assistant, who is now the EECBG Technical Advisor.  James’ email address remains the same at james.w.lucas@nebraska.gov, but his telephone number has changed to 402-471-3662.  James replaces Erin Johnson in that position, who has moved out-of-state.

2. New Reporting Requirement– Historic Preservation

Certifications Regarding National Historic Preservation Act of 1966:  There is a new reporting requirement for any EECBG project that is an Energy Efficiency Retrofit to an existing property/building.  Because the Nebraska Energy Office is required to inform the U.S. Department of Energy of the method used by EECBG Recipients to comply with the Historic Preservation requirement:

· Prior to expending any EECBG funds, please complete and submit to us the attached form entitled “Certifications Regarding National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.”  (The form is also at www.neo.ne.gov/grants/GAcenter.htm, the EECBG Grant Assistance Center.)

· If you have already expended funds, you should complete the form and submit it right away. 

· Please complete one form for each retrofit project.

· This report is not required if the project activity is Traffic Signals and Street Lighting, or Renewable Energy Technologies.
3. Important Reporting Requirement -- Davis-Bacon 
Weekly Payrolls:  Your EECBG Financial Aid Agreement stipulates that for a project subject to Davis Bacon and the Related Acts, a covered contractor must pay workers on a weekly basis and submit signed, certified payroll records to you on a weekly basis (no later than one week after each weekly pay date), and that you are to submit the payroll records to the Energy Office on a weekly basis as the work is being done.
· Submit the First, Original Payroll with Request for Funds – The Energy Office has incorporated part of the Davis-Bacon compliance reporting into the Request for Funds process.  If your project is subject to Davis-Bacon, you will need to submit the first completed, signed and certified, original Payroll WH-347 from each contractor with a Request for EECBG Funds.  Remember to keep a copy for your records.  (Although obtaining the first payroll record may not always correspond with the timing of requesting funds, this will start the process of collecting these important documents.)  Be sure to include all supporting invoices and other documentation of costs incurred with the Request for Funds.  
· Submit a Copy of Every Subsequent Payroll WEEKLY – After submitting the very first original, please submit a copy of every subsequent completed, signed and certified Payroll WH-347 from each contractor to the Energy Office each week after the work starts.  The payrolls records may be in the form of a photocopy, a scanned image, or a fax.  Keep the originals for your records, and be sure to include all supporting invoices and other documentation of incurred costs with the Request for Funds.
· Revised Request for Funds Form – The Request for Funds Form located at www.neo.ne.gov/grants/GAcenter.htm has been revised to incorporate this process.  
4. Engineers and Architects Regulation Act (§§81-3401 – 81-3455): 
The EECBG projects are subject to the Engineers and Architects Regulation Act because they are “public works” projects.  Please be aware that if any one project involves architecture or engineering and exceeds $86,000 (§81-3445), you are required to have licensed professionals involved in the design, construction, remodeling, alteration and renovation phases of that project.  Some activities are exempt, depending on the type of building and number of square feet (§81-3453 of the Act; and 10.3 of Title 110 of the Nebraska Administrative Code).  If you have any questions about compliance with these regulations, contact the Nebraska Board of Engineers and Architects www.ea.ne.gov.

5. Reminders:
· Grant Assistance Center -- As changes occur in the administration of the EECBG Program and new reporting requirements are implemented, the Energy Office continues to revise or add forms and information to the Grant Assistance Center at www.neo.ne.gov/grants/GAcenter.htm.  Be sure to check this website location regularly for EECBG information.

· Revised Form – The Request for Amendment to EECBG Aid Agreement has been revised to streamline the Request for Amendment process.

· Revised Form – The Request for Funds form has been revised to incorporate the Davis-Bacon compliance process.

· New Form – The Certifications Regarding National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 is a new form required to certify the Section 106 process.

EECBG Certifications Regarding
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966

Projects funded under the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) Program must comply with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.  If your EECBG project activity is an Energy Efficiency Retrofit, please provide the following information to the Nebraska Energy Office prior to the expenditure of any Federal funds.  (This certification is not required if your project activity is Traffic Signals and Street Lighting or Renewable Energy Technologies.) 

	EECBG Recipient:   
	Date:   

	Project Description:     

	EECBG Award Number:  09/10-E____


	EECBG Contact Person:   
Phone:    
Email:    
	Prior to Expending EECBG Funds, Please Complete and Submit To:

Nebraska Energy Office

Attn:  EECBG Program, PO Box 95085
Lincoln, NE  68509-5085


	What is the age of the project/building receiving EECBG funds____________, and/or what year was it built?  ____________  

	Please provide the actual physical address of the project/building receiving EECBG funds:

	Street Address:  



	Town:  


	Nebraska
	Zip Code:  



	

	The Nebraska Energy Office, the U.S. Department of Energy, and the Nebraska State Historic Preservation Office entered into a Programmatic Agreement on March 17, 2010, which exempted from Section 106 review certain undertakings involving properties which were determined to not have the potential to cause effects on historic properties greater than 45 years old (“Undertakings Exempt from Section 106 Review” found at neo.ne.gov/grants/GAcenter.htm).  

Please answer Yes or No by double clicking on the box, then selecting “Checked” as the default value.

	1.


	Is this EECBG project exempt from further historic preservation review under the Programmatic Agreement due to property age (less than 45 years old)?

If Yes, skip questions 2-5 and complete the Certifications.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	2.
	Is this project exempt from further historic preservation review under the Programmatic Agreement?  

If Yes, please describe how the project complied, then skip questions 3-5 and complete the Certifications:

Please describe:    

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	3.
	Is this project exempt from further historic preservation review under the Programmatic Agreement due to a prior review under a Section 106 Agreement for Community Development Block Grants?  

If Yes, please attach results of the prior review, then skip question 4-5 and complete the Certifications.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	4.
	Is this project exempt from further historic preservation review under the Programmatic Agreement per a prior determination that the property is ineligible for inclusion in the National Register?  

If Yes, please attach letter or other documentation as proof of ineligibility, then skip question 5 and complete the Certifications.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	5.
	If you answered No to all of the questions above and your project is not exempt from historic preservation review under the Programmatic Agreement, have you contacted the State Historic Preservation Office for a Section 106 review?

If Yes, please attach results of the review, complete the Certifications below, and submit to the Nebraska Energy Office.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


EECBG Recipient Certifications

I certify that the local governing body of ____________________________________ has complied with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, and that the responses to Questions 1 through 5 above are true and correct. 

	Signature of Chief Elected Official:    
	Date:    

	Typed Name and Title of Chief Elected Official:    

    
	Please submit this form to the Nebraska Energy Office prior to expending any EECBG funds.


