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Introduction 



What is BCAP? 

 The Building Codes Assistance Project (BCAP) is an 

ongoing initiative of the Alliance to Save Energy, a 

nonprofit organization that promotes energy efficiency 

worldwide through research, education and advocacy. 

 BCAP strives to be the premier resource for energy code 

support, coordination, technical assistance, news, and 

information. 
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Our Mission 
Our mission is to reduce the energy 
consumed in the construction and 
operations of buildings by working with 
national, state, and local governments and 
other stakeholders to promote the adoption 
and implementation of building codes and 
standards. 
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Role of Advocacy 
Materials in 

Adoption Support 



What Do These Resources Achieve? 

• ILLUMINATE Introduce the audience to 
you, your organization, and/or your issue 

• INFORM  
• INTERPRET Breakdown long, 

complex, and/or technical matters into 
easy-to-understand language 

• SUMMARIZE Succinctly state your main 
points and ideas 

• PERSUADE Change opinions 



General Rules of 
Thumb 



Rules of Thumb for These Materials 

• CONCISE Not necessarily brief in all cases, 
but people are busy >> 2 pages 

• CLEAR State your point up front, 
planned/outlined, logical flow 

• KNOW AUDIENCE Will determine the type 
of “language” you’re speaking 

• KNOW FORUM Will determine length and 
complexity 

• KNOW ROLE If multiple advocates, will 
determine the points you emphasize 

• COLORFUL Highlight, but don’t overdo it 



BCAP’s Adoption Support Role 

• Attend and testify at code 
hearings 

• Customize adoption 
support materials for a 
state or municipality 

• Coordinate with local 
stakeholders 

• Bring national perspective 
and best practices to local 
situations 



Talking Points 



Some Example Talking Points 
• $ MONEY $ Energy codes save homeowners and 

businesses hundreds of dollars per year 
• COMFORT Thermal comfort, reduced noise, 

quality construction 
• GROWTH Dollars saved on utility costs generally 

stay in the local economy 
• ECONOMY Less imported energy AND/OR more 

local energy to export 
• JOBS Economic growth creates jobs 
• GRID Decreased peak demand, increased 

reliability 



Sources for 
Advocacy Materials 



Online Code Environment & Advocacy Network 
www.energycodesocean.org  

• An online portal of building 
energy code resources, best 
practices, tools, news, and 
more 

• All of BCAP’s work is kept on 
the site 

• Other organizations and 
individuals encouraged to 
upload resources and work, 
comment and participate in 
discussions 

• Site maintained by BCAP Launch OCEAN> 

http://www.energycodesocean.org/�
http://energycodesocean.org/�


Introduction to Energy Codes 
• Educational materials on 

energy codes and why they 
are important 

• Energy Codes Universe: an 
interactive graphic that links to 
all of the major code players in 
the country 

• Spanish language resources 
• Connect energy codes and 

the Recovery Act 
          Link to Getting Started > 

 

http://energycodesocean.org/getting-started�


Code Status Maps 
• Maps link 

to status 
page for 
every state 

• Int’l status 
and pages 
for some 
countries 

• Available 
as 1-page 
handouts 
 Link to 
Maps > 

http://energycodesocean.org/code-status�
http://energycodesocean.org/code-status�


Policy Action Toolkit 

Link > 

http://energycodesocean.org/policy-action-toolkit�




Incremental Cost Analysis 
 2012 IECC 

• Determined the added costs of 
building to 2012 IECC vs. existing 
practice in each state or municipality 

• Ran amortized cost-benefit analysis 
and determines payback period 

• Continue to provide reports and 
marketing pieces to states and cities 
as they consider the adoption of the 
2012 IECC 

Link to Project > 

http://energycodesocean.org/incremental-cost-analysis�


Incremental Cost Analysis 
 2009 IECC 
• Determined the added costs 

of building to 2009 IECC vs. 
existing practice in each state 

• Ran amortized cost-benefit 
analysis and determines 
payback period 

• Developed report and created 
consumer friendly one pagers 
to break down code, costs, 
and payback 

Link to Project > 

http://energycodesocean.org/2009-iecc-incremental-cost-analysis�


Resource:  Fact Sheet Handout 



Resource: Fact Sheet Handout 



Consumers Take Action 

Link > 

http://energycodesocean.org/consumers-take-action�


MAINE 



Regional Energy Efficiency Organizations 

Link > 

http://energycodesocean.org/regional-energy-efficiency-groups�


DOE Building Energy Codes Program 

www.energycodes.gov> 

http://energycodesocean.org/policy-action-toolkit�


Questions? 
Paul Karrer 

Project Manager – National Advocacy 
 

202-530-4347 
pkarrer@ase.org 

 
www.energycodesocean.org    

mailto:pkarrer@ase.org�
http://www.energycodesocean.org/�
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