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Office of Sustainable 
Development 
• Formed in 2009 
• Part of the Planning Department 
• Coordination of Energy Grants and Environment Element 

implementation 
• Working across all departments and with the Mayor and his 

staff to catalyze sustainability within the municipality & 
community 

• Staff: 
• Kristi Wamstad-Evans, Sustainability Director 
• Eric Williams, Sustainability Planner (reEnergize) 
• Jason Kubicek, Sustainability Planner (reEnergize) 
• Ryan McClure, Sustainability Planner (EECBG) 
• Erin Cheese, Intern 



Omaha’s $4.3M EECBG: 
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant 

Strategy 
Projects 

Shovel Ready 
Projects 

Parking Garage Lighting Retrofit 

Traffic Signal Lighting Retrofit 

City Building Retrofits 

City Building Program (Audits & 
Green Teams) 

Waste to Energy Market Study 

Orchard Hill Neighborhood Retrofit 

Comprehensive Energy 
Management Plan 

EECS Development & 
Implementation 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kristi



POLICY EFFORTS 



 Goals/Objectives/ 
Strategies in 5 areas: 
 Natural Environment 
 Urban Form and 

Transportation 
 Building Design and 

Construction 
 Resource Conservation 
 Community Health 

Environment 
Element 

www.cityofomaha.org/ecomaha/images/stories/pdfs/EnvironmentElement2010.pdf 

Passed City Council December 17, 2010  



Companion Documents 



Community Energy Profile 

Base data year: 2009 

 
 

 
 

CITY OF OMAHA 
COMPREHENSIVE ENERGY MANAGEMENT PLAN 

               

   
       

 

  



GHG Emissions by Sector (2009) 
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www.omahaenergyplan.org 
 

 



 Continuing effort to 
collaboratively engage on 
Environment Element 
Strategies 

Environment Omaha 
Implementation Team 

www.cityofomaha.org/ecomaha/images/stories/pdfs/EnvironmentElement2010.pdf 

Passed City Council December 17, 2010  



Key EOIT Priorities Related to Building 
Design & Construction 
• Evaluate and Update City Codes 
• Develop and enforce indoor air 

quality standards 
• Landlord Taskforce 



City of Omaha 
Building and Zone Code Diagnostic Report 



Code diagnosis addresses the following in 
each relevant Environment Element 
section: 

• Current regulations relevant to each topic 
• Potential barriers in the Code 
• Potential incentives for consideration 
• Recommendations to fill regulatory gaps 



COMMUNITY 
PROJECTS/PROGRAMS 
Implementing the Environment Element in the 
Community 



Implementation Strategies 

Addressing Barriers to 
Market Development: 

 

• Financing Opportunities 
• Skilled workforce 

• Educate Consumers 
• Citizen Engagement 

• Technical Hurdles 



Mayor’s Neighborhood Grants for  
Green Improvements 



Orchard Hill Energy Efficiency Project 
• $250K grant 
• Orchard Hill Neighborhood 

Retrofit 
• 100+ homes 
• Supplementing other 

Weatherization funds for low 
income homeowners 

• Metrics 
• 102 homes retrofitted 
• 444 MMBTU saved 
• 309 MTCO2e avoided 

• Status: Completed August 2011 



www.reEnergizeProgram.org 



Transportation Master Plan & 
www.movingomaha.org  

 

http://www.movingomaha.org/�


WALKING THE TALK 
Sustainability Projects at the Municipal Level 



Municipal Energy Profile 

Base data year: 2009 

 
 

 
 

CITY OF OMAHA 
COMPREHENSIVE ENERGY MANAGEMENT PLAN 

               

   
       

 

  



Better Buildings Challenge 
• Signed on to by Mayor Suttle in June 2012 
• 4 million square feet of city facilities 
• 20% reduction in energy intensity by 2020 (~47,300 MMBtu) 





Harney Street Parking Garage 
• Budget: $266,500 
• 434 LED Lighting + Occupancy 

Sensors 
• Status: Completed 
• Annual Savings: 643 MMBTU 
• Demonstrated actual energy 

savings (kwh) of 20% per month 
over the previous year 



Traffic Signal LED Upgrades 

• Budget: $500,000 
• Replaced over 70% of the traffic 

signals in the City 
• Annual Savings: 1,014 MMBTU 
• Status: Completed Fall 2011 
• May lead to more significant effort 

to modernize traffic systems 



City Facility Assessments 



Energy Performance Contract 
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City of Omaha Energy Performance Contract  
Investment vs. Savings 

Initial Investment Performance Payment Total Savings (0% escalation) Total Savings (3% escalation) 

8.1 year payback if 
escalation is ~3% 17.5 year payback if 

escalation is 0% 
• Budget: $2,140,000 
• 25 City Facilities 
• Annual Savings: 7,437 MMBTU 
• Status: Completed Summer 2012 



www.cityofomaha.org/ECOmaha 



QUESTIONS? 
Kristi Wamstad-Evans 
Sustainability Coordinator 
City of Omaha 
Kristi@ci.omaha.ne.us  

mailto:Kristi@ci.omaha.ne.us�
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