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WAHOO - An energy effi-
ciency project could light the
way for cost savings at the
Wahoo Civic Center.

More efficient lighting is
being installed in the Wahoo
Civic Center and Senior
Center through a federal
stimulus grant, according to
Wahoo Parks and Recre-
ation Director Kevin Stuhr.
More efficient lighting
comes in addition to im-
provements already made to
the Civic Center's heating
and air conditioning system.

Stuhr said employees and
staff are already feeling the
benefits of the project and
hope to see more cost sav-
ings as light fixtures are re-
placed.

"We're already reaping
the benefits," he said. "We
have heating and air condi-
tioning in areas we never
have before."

A three ton heating and
cooling system was installed
at the Civic Center to help
control temperatures in the
lobby and offices. Prior to
the instillation, offices used
electric baseboard heaters
and an inefficient boiler
heated the lobby, Stuhr said.

"We're eliminating some
inefficient heating sources
with some more efficient
sources," he said.

An estimated 85 percent of
the Civic Center's light fix-
tures are to be replaced
through the project, includ-
ing gym lights. Motion sen-
sors to turn off lights when
rooms are empty and more
efficient exit signs are in-
cluded in the project. The Se-
nior Center could also re-
ceive a light sensor and light
fixture replacements.

Stuhr said the project
should be completed by the
middle of the first week of
July.

An energy audit conduct-
ed by Nebraska Public
Power District prompted the
project. The facility was au-
dited for potential inefficien-
cies and areas of potential
energy and cost savings.

"The most readily appar-
ent area was our lighting fix-
tures," Stuhr said.

The total project cost is
$40,000, according to Stuhr.
Of that cost, roughly $13,000
was spent on heating and air
conditioning, with $27,000
spent on lighting. But with
the grant, Wahoo will only
pay $8,000 or 20 percent of
the project cost.

The Civic Center was able
to make use of the grant be-
cause unspent money re-
mained after the city updat-
ed efficiency at other offices.
Money from the American
Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2009, better known as
the stimulus package, was
distributed to the city
through the Nebraska Ener-
gy Office.

Without that funding the
project could not have been
completed.

"Had we not been the ben-
eficiary of that grant, we
probably would not have
been able to do this," Stuhr
said. 1
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